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SUB J : NEW PORTUGUESE AMBASSADOR TO NATO 

1. AMBASSADOR JO AO DE FREITAS CRUZ, UNTIL RECENTLY 
POLITICAL DIRECTOR GOP FOREIGN OFFICE, HAS INDICATED 
THAT HE IS BEING REASSIGND TO BRUSSELS AS PORTUGUESE 
AMBASSADOR TO NATO, ETA BRUSSELS END JUNE. FREITAS 
CRUZ'S DEPARTURE FROM JOB AS POLITICAL DIRECTOR 
PREMATURE SINCE HE ASSUMED POSITION ONLY LAST 
OCTOBER (HAVING BEEN PREVIOUSLY AMBASSADOR TO FRG). 

HIS DEPARTURE PART OF FOREIGN MINISTRY SHAKE-UP 
FOLLOWING APRIL 25 COUP D'ETAT AND SUBSEQUENT 
APPOINTMENT SOCIALIST MARIO SOARES AS FOREIGN 
MINISTER. ALTHOUGH FREITAS CRUZ PROSPERED UNDER 
PREVIOUS REGIME, HIS RELATIVELY RAPID RISE IN FOREIGN 
OFFICE PRIMARILY ON MERIT RATHER THAN CONNECTIONS WITH 
PAST REGIME. THEREFORE, AND ALSO CONSIDERING 
CONSIDERABLE EMPHASIS NEW REGIME HAS PLACED ON ITS 
TIES WITH NATO, HIS APPOINTMENT TO NATO POSITION 
SHOULD NOT BE LOOKED UPON AS DEPARTURE FROM FOREIGN 
OFFICE IN DISGRACE. 

2. EMBASSY LISBON HAS HAD EXTREMELY CLOSE RELATIONS 
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WITH FREITAS CRUZ WHO PROVED TO BE ONE OF THE MOST 
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OPEN AND FRANK FOREIGN OFFICE CONTACTS AVAILABLE TO 
US. HE HAS, FOR INSTANCE, BEEN EXTREMELY USEFUL TO 
US IN PROVIDING FRANK ASSESSMENT OF GOP PAST POSITIONS 
ON AZORES NEGOTIATIONS, ON OCCASION PROVIDING US WITH 
CLUES THAT HARD-LINE GOP POSITIONS WERE NEGOTIABLE. 

WE FEEL USNATO WILL FIND HIM A COOPERATIVE AND 
USEFUL COLLEAGUE. 

SCOTT 
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